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DETAILED ACTION 
And 

Examiner's Reasons for Allowance 

1. Claims 1-9, 1 1-33, 35-57 and 59-74 are allowed. 

Reasons for Allowance 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

2,1 As regards independent claims 1, 25, 49, 73 and 74 the Examiner provides the following 
reasons for allowance: 

While US Patent 6,747,662 Masuda, teaches, a computer-implemented method for 
enablingdesign of a product having a visual effect caused-by an additive^ the method 
comprising: obtaining information relative to the additive; and providing a representation of the 
product having the visual effect based in the information relating to the additive, the Examiner 
notes that Masuda fails to teach or suggest, determining the ingredients and concentrations for 
providing the product having the visual effect, specifically including: 

(claim 1) "...determining ingredients and concentrations for providing the product having 
the visual effect..." 

(claim 25) "...wherein said at least one processor is adapted to determine ingredients and 
concentrations for producing the product having the visual effect..." 

(claim 49) "...determining ingredients and concentrations for producing the product 
having the visual effect..." 

(claim 73) "...determining ingredients and concentrations for providing the product 
having the visual effect..." 
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(claim 74) "...determining ingredients and concentrations for providing the product 
having the visual effect...", in combination with the remaining elements and features of the 
claimed invention. It is for these reasons that the applicants' invention defines over the prior art 
of record. 

2,2 As regards independent claims 12, 36 and 60 the Examiner provides the following 
reasons for allowance: 

While US Patent 6,996,509 Strumolo teaches, a method for design of a product having a 
visual effect (Figures 1-13 and Col. 4 lines 43-67, Col. 5 lines 1-67), none of the references 
taken alone or in combination with the prior art of record disclose, enabling design of a 
product having a visual effect caused by an additive and further, getting data input from a user at 
a user computer and receiving result data from a server computer over a network, specifically 
including: 

(claim 12) "...obtaining information relating to the additive from a first user at a first 
computing unit coupled via a communications network..." and "...providing from the second 
computing unit a representation of the product having visual effect for display on the first 
computing unit based on the information relating to the additive..." 

(claim 36) "...means for obtaining information relating to the additive from a first user at 
a first computing unit coupled via a communications network..." and "...means for providing 
from the second computing unit a representation of the product having visual effect for display 
on the first computing unit based on the information relating to the additive..." 

(claim 60) "...computer readable code means for causing a first computing unit to obtain 
information relating to the additive from a first user at the first computing unit coupled via a 



Application/Control Number: 09/547,243 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2123 

communications network to a second computing unit..." and "...computer readable program code 
means for causing the second computing unit to provide a representation of the product having 
the visual effect for display on the first computing unit based on the information relating to the 
additive...", in combination with the remaining elements and features of the claimed 
invention. It is for these reasons that the applicants' invention defines over the prior art of 
record. 

2.3 Dependent claims 2-9, 11, 13-24, 26-33, 35, 37-48, 50-57, 59 and 61-72 are allowed for 
at least the reason they are dependent upon an allowed base claim. 

2.4 Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dwin M. Craig whose telephone number is (571) 272-3710. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 10:00 - 6:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul L. Rodriguez can be reached on (571) 272-3753. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



DMC 




— PAUL RODRIGUEZ 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 21 00 



